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music eventy and offcring repaesenia-
it and Iung-mr:rn career guidaee wi
other folk artiss. He cnpes hs now
rixle as an impn:;nril_:u af sorrs, “Ie's soine-
thing we seem b Do e ot Sl ai’s
cxcitng far mc It alsn BIVLs g sisii-
thing | can do when o 95 vears old
anad mary ot wang oo tnvel T

lo wperic an this boger arena, Bash
has bed w bcarm w tank hke a Dsaes-
man, fargeng the convenient division
af kalar fand adenoty) borweon arost
and mamager  Thowing wmage m the
winds, he hay signed up fer sales scm.
vars, eomducted warkes rescarch, sl
busibr divess mail lises, [n this provess b
has been adwised by Harvard Business
.'S-:h.nnl mecnuc Muxchasl Poricr and
Dravid Sykes of Bescon Liniversies, a Fod-
IMET SRS PreneIL

*Tom tned o make a comelnck n
nme when there was a mismanch be-
tween s Ko of mosse aml the way
the mecord imfustry was goimg.” Pienes
savs, His first problesm was S ineler-
stand wha his customers were and hany
g peach them wath b msec.™ Sy
codsinced Fush amd his sbvisees wseck
new vemees for pedormance, lognmmng
wath crmises in Bosgon Mg sl nsis-
g ot conoere ladls, "My ancdscnee
Ikt g pin Symegalionsy [l wastcad ol
2 micke chds,™ Buoshosass, 1 can ol
be Brve watly that ™

Hir absis SIS [HICTS char s aailse e
might just as span buy records thimgh
the miaml as ventnme oo o evpeeal reeoed
stfe peopled by Bfe-sized puaper on-
aies of mok sars. Hush has releascd his
lasg pwe pecoads om bis ooen Bl Lagho
Labsel, wimchi lee siclls prinsarily ook
the mamd, and bie plans o begom evond
it e artnsds soun U hem are ceran
coonienies of scale in having a whole lise
il recordls as opposcd fo jose s own,”
Porter adserves.

Immically, Hushs speooess mav  re-
move the meed for b uneanventneal
approacly o discilsicion, “Aooustes mie-
sic o is potung owee and mone coogme
towie, " Podeci siites, anal diea Tl
mansresm inchsary i ssmew e pon
demnnly moveng more nk the dimscinm
il wehiar T Bois beci rrvog ris oo i
the long tenn. che questem s ow bt
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amply. becomwe 3 nenager, pridiser
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acoisstic music alive and healthe, As he
secs i, thut mums making Tem Hush
into @n piEanization. SInsnmimons ke
o the clumceer of the people e
chan, amid s o very gl peeson =
bukd vne arvnnd. Saosce of the chings
we've tried have waorked, bapely be-
came I who e s—not becasse of

“My audience likes to go
to Symphony Hall instead
of a rock club,” Rush
says. “l can definitely
live with that.”
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ree o fot of treads po “round and

ranad, o meal a line from one of

your sengs, Do you see RifIory
repaning dreelf sy’ )
TR: 1 don't ses any:hmi
repeating itsell nate for note. Fol
is becoming miee papular, bat it's
il goang POF, capital P-O-P,
route a% i did in the Sintes. I'd like
io see folk have a lomg-term
presence in the culmre, like pex or

R o

TOM RUSH

THR: Mo, 30 vears ago [ was fresh
out of schoeol, acteally sll in
schaal, and Belng an ﬂﬂsh lit
mapar | didnt have p clee where life
wiould lead, Tt wasn's until 15 years
inoz my career thad T realized if was
n career. My moam sull wans o
know when Ul get a job.

L ] - -

Afier the whirlwind of the
Sinties, Tom Rush's style of music

wenl im0 a decline in popularity,
and the audsences who enjoyed it
were ignoded by the mausic
husiness. Displaying an insiince for

classical music.

Herald: Is folk counrer-culural by
defTaition?

TR; Folk music has been around
since "folks” have been areund. [t
will persist
What's Folk Music™?

types of audiences, [rom the Celtic
MUsic 10 MMDL-]:]I_:A_EI-IM-;. SLric'lJ:.-l
speaking, a i5 s my persona
apinion .:fl:nlk misks s haﬁdﬁ down
by car, and anyons who is singing
composed, copyrighied maberial is
ool really singing folk music, The
songs have no author, o million

Herald: Whar's the definition of  wereee, o correct version. Bul U

AT
TR: I'm o4 sare the definition (s

waorth grapling with., Eweryone
seems 10 know what they mean
when they say “folk.” There are s
many diffesent types of music and

sarvival, Tom Rush helped his
awlience rediscover hm  wvia
Bl - taden concers al Boston's
Symphony Hall combined with
appearances ol meimats clubs whene
hex could be close io his roos. His
concent at Chandler will determine
whether or pot these rools extend as
far as Central Yermone

For Tom Bush and the followers

# 4

mol swre if anyone outsule the
academic commenily would agree
with this definidan,

Herald: S is mew miasic being

ekery?

TH: If songs are floating from
singer 10 singer, with mew verses
being spontancously created, then
"yes.," Buot if [ wrile a song,
copyright it, and there is only one

correcl version of that song, then it

doesn't coumnt as “true” misse.
Herald: Diid you think vor wold

still be dedng ikl 30 vears age?

of hiz muagic the sepsons will
always go "roand and ‘round juest a4
they did in his classic ode 1o
wisltulness, "The Circle Game,” It
has heen M) years now, and anodber
30 are not cut of the question
T guess [l just keep singing as
long as [ cam sing,” is the wai.- hz
puts it, Local residents will be
privileged o indialge themselves n
Tom Rosh on Saunday nighit
fAubhor's perrondd noie: AL 4
guisarist and would-he Tom Rush, [
spent cowailess Rowrs siling Im my
r{r”g'.g'\f dowm rviRg fo imilare the
m dwning and karmonicr of Tam
urh’s “Me Regreis” ia the lofe
19607, Mad [ worked in a par
sration far those sasre hourg F
would b a much richer man mow.
Had I spent the time smdying, [
woidd be @ muck orarier wua, S
kad [ not spens the nime Tddiing. [
would be poorer for i | never
became a5 pood a5 Tom, bur there
dre ceralaly, ar Be sald, no regrete )
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THE WEEKLY NEWSMAGAZINE

American Scene

In New Hampshire: Leaving Skid Marks

“Y ou magle a record
and EVETYORE
Brughil 18, Thin »ou wenl
o IoRir, &l ewErvone
lengd up for tiekels. Thal
was Bl amy of s knew
about the misic Fsiness
and that inchxled he
people who ran the bisi-
ness.” The speaker is
Tom Rush. o folk singer
acousLicguilar operator
and onelime rambling
man wilh same mileage
on Fuom. Just mem. ke
olhed ™ow Hampshire
men A Mud Season. he
fegls enbitled e b a taoch
Erouchy. There was plen
v of sma%e BoF Cross-ooun-
Iy sKimg 1his wanler om
the Bogging roads arouand
s hig hiflside owss. Bl e maphe-synap
sEas0n was w0 Jdamied govsd ar sl and
then oulragesis rains Aeoded nearts
roads s thal Kesne and Concord were
just aboul unreachable Blackfly seasom is
mot more than 15 minuies opway. Seill. the
sun iz shining, just harely, and yes—a sour
grin—even the musc business is begin
ming o show sggns of [5fe

Rush, a lean. easy-moving,  mus
l@ched lelles of 46 go) his start as a Tolkie
im Cambrlge. Mass. when he was a
sophomere al Harvard Joan Baer was be-
prnmeng 1 make @ name i Cambridpge
Lhen. and Balth of them plaved at a flk
hamgonit called Club 47

Than was it 196 ] ik the BEgimning
ol what those who ke pll Lhe verses oo
Freiphr Teaie pow call. with the reeful
oy af survivors, The © greas ol -frisic
seare of the Sk ™ For the resa of (he
decade and pan of the “Ts o, Bush
spent maosd of his ime on the road. as he
recalls now, playing concems and ¢lub
Eigs. geiting @ lovender 1an from siage
ighis, finding his moments of repose
watching the mysiernows 1WWming, IUTRINg
of airport carrmsels, living a hife thas
made more money than sense. A song he
wride in thime cockerel days yipped. 7l
can'l stop more than jusi a few minutes.
bhaby. make love 1o you, Bey. bey. hes. I'm
on the road again.” Mow when be sings il
a roobsd ™ew Hampshire householder
itk a wile and Pwo voung sons, Lhere = a
nisle of amascmeni n ks voce “Ihd |
really e all that crary sl

Swe did. while 1he ramble [nsied
Then the nalicnal enthusiasm for falk
musag faided 1018 CHUELMMArY poling mur-
mar Bush was shll firly successful, b
thag was fairky disasiross in the platinuam-
ar-hiesl pop-msic woerkd Pairk was B

Tom Rush bas a puitar, & farm and 3 central organization

k™ A couple of vears befire. he had
Bowight & shagps. overgroamn &-dore
farm im the sowibern parl of New Hamp-
shire. lis home state. He had & good vigw
afl Mownt Mongdnock and enough maney
1o hide ot Tor o vear Ac the B years ran
out i the sarly Mk he retreated to the
woeds e spent his time cheaning sap-
lings on ofd logging trails; good fodk-song
material here He bought some beshives
He lapped his maple trees in the spring
and discovered with a born-again coun
tryman s pleasure thal hes dlusirows an-
cestor. Dr Bemjamin Rush of Philadel-
phid. a signet of ke Declaration of
Iride pendence. Bad writlen a kong letber Lo
Thioas Jelferson promoting maphe sugii
as a bt 10 sl and commeros

Low ambition. |low efiergy, he says

: now of that perod. Low
* resulbls 1o0; he kept his
I guitars tuned, bul the
none-log-heallthy pap-
muss indusiry, Lhen as
naw. wis predccapied
wilth selling rock n noll
EO lSEndgers Lisleners.
when he had isleners,
cheered his [vap Douw
Mame and Baoiny Day
Mow and laughed at his
Mew Hampshire jokes
B in one of the pulsy
blues yowls thal he had
begun by sing im hi
twitngy wedlhered basi-
lone. he complamed
abomnl feehng “hke some
old engine. losl my driv-
iy swhedd ~ And 1han
described his salled C&-
roet &l the emd of the "7Pis

Lookamg Back. his mowves since then
seem kagical enough. bur &t the rime they
1ok gome nerve He began o walk things
over with David Svkes, an ofd friend whe
now beaches o ocoarse in entreprensurship
a1 Baston University. Sykes believed thai
Righ's fars were stll oul there. 15 vears
older and living in better neighborhaods.
This awlence was il receplive 10 Lhe
miusic if liked buf ol Gn Sporis argnas
with 2000 scremmng kads.

The made sense 100 Rush. and o did
Sylkes 1bed of how 10 BE an enliepreneur

Léave skid marks al thd edge of Lhe

T~ Rush was absial 10 beave same. The
wvear before, 1980, be had failed o fill o
S0-seal rock club in Bosion for & Chrs-
s shiow &1 57 5 vicker, Now he booked
the citys classiesi comcert haume. the
2.aid-seny Symphony Hall, for a year=end
prerformance a1 %15 It was o 200000
pamble and o paid ofl in @ sellout. A vear
Iager when he repeated the concert. Bosio.
nians alked of his “traditional” S¥mpho
ny Hall year-ender. Mexi season publs:
lelevision Almed the show By this wenles
ithe year-ender had grown o a Lhree-per-
[ormance weckend exhaust-o-thon with
Symphony Hall set vp cabaret-s0vle. and
lickels popged wp 1o 52450 Rush Sol-
lerwesd whiat he calls a Clubs 47 Gmr. an
1dea he worked oul with Syvkes. Whac ol
baonls dosn Lo 18 mol st @ kot of guest Ll
enl. bul as much Inermction as possible
among 1he performers

Chars describes it micely =2y
Rush, bair when it works, 1t means thal
Ciunar Wizard David Bromberg. for ax-
ample. doesn’t just appear. do a three-
song Bromiberg bubble unrelated e any-
thing else and then vanish. Insicad be
may hack up Rush later on slide guitar

and improvise a number with Lthe prlted
white Blueaman John Hammond This

s,

P

shouwld he dve his hair parple amd wear
Spandex” O mess around with couniry

&

Ba early spring. there sre magiles 1s Tap



maplehillinc@earthlink.net

www.TomRush.com

3}
£
1
c
o
=
o
S
S]
o
p—
o
T
<
=
<
=

! season's featured guedt was the formida-
le black Rhyihm-and-Blues Pronser Bo
Diddley, whose majr weapon 18 & five-
| speed turbo electric guitar built in & war-
| Thes winter, unless he had played the
night before, Rush heaved out of bed &t
30 pm. He would be on cross-country
skis a1 first light. breaking trail om his log-
ging roads. By 7:30 ke had showered, and
driven his sons Benjamin, 11, and Richard,
4,10 school. He ate breakfnsl with his wilke
Beverly, and by & a m, was busy a1 his desk
in an office panitioned off in what must
hiave been the haylofl of his barn, Then . .
Wail a minute. This guy is 8 folk sing-
ef? A modern Leadbelly? He sounds like
one of these hera CEOs in FORTUNE ar
Farbey who eals nails, sleeps three hours a
might and mever. mover loses his driving

o

=

| whesl, Worse 1 come: by 9 a.m.. the six
emplovess of Mapke Hill Prodoctions
have siamed 1o arrive. make coffes and re-
structure the music biz. The stralegy that
Rush worked oul with Sykes was 1o use
the Tom Rush name for leverape, once it
was re-established Then e would create
i ceniral organization that could bring
folk musscians and audiences lopether
Mo, Maple Hill Inc. of Hilksharo, W H .
is pereolating 25 & record company called
Might Light Recordings, a booking agem
for new and wsed talent, a publsber. a
prodisced ol special evenis with clam-
bakes, boal rides and freworks thrown in
if thats whal vou wanll and a mail-order
howsse that sends pul records and tapes
apd T shirs

efining folk music as anything filks

will laszen 10 15 100 broad for Rush and
Maple Hill, and confining it 10 Elizabe-
than ballads played on dulcimers is way
1o narrow, Mass of the priisis associaned
with Rush and Maple Hill play scoustic

| mEtruments, though Rush's keyhoardst,
Irean Fesch, for insiance, played a Bald-
win grand rigged cul with a synthesizer at
Symphony Hall Ball Maorrissey is a |

| guirky, funny Mew Hampshireman wha
sometimes performs with Rush. singing

| made-ty-hand songs aboul haw be should

| be waorking the second shifl al the shoe
Factory, excepl that here he (s in this bar |

| and probably won make i wnighl. Da

| vid Buskin and Robin Baneau are ¢las-
sically trained musicians. sophisticated
enough o0 pul across an inricaie. pun-
miad paredy of Thomas Mann's Deark in
Fenpee (“He was o grest musicin, who fi-
nally learned decomposition . ') Chiris-
nine Lavin sings witly. wistfil somgs aboii

!ﬁhﬂu]-dl:rinl. vour way through the hig

| workd when you are only five feet tall and
niol wery fierce.

Meanwhile, there's a spread sheet o
be read and plans 10 be made for a folk-
music conference to be held &t the farm in
June Mo, forges June, there ane buckets Lo
be tonken doan on Rush's roadssde sugar
mapkes, and s 1ime o pa i Blueberry
bushes Somebody's on the phone 1s he
really doing all this crary stuff® You ber, I
Has he found his driving wheel? Saay |
luned — By Iech Shkow |




